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calamity  were  to befall me,  I  should   endeavour
to  divert my grief by  improving  some  beautiful
estates of mine in such and such  a   province;"
and he thereupon gave a description of three or
four fine seats.   About a month after, talking of
the   disgrace   of   a   minister,   he   said,   " I   hope
your    Majesty   will   not   withdraw   your   favour
from me;  but  if  I   had   the  misfortune  to  lose
it,  I  should be more to be pitied than anybody,
for   I   have   no   asylum   in   which   to   hide   my
head."   All   those   present,   who   had   heard   the
description    of    the    beautiful    country    houses,
looked   at   each   other   and   laughed.   The   King
said  to   Madame   de   Pompadour,   who   sat   next
him at table, "People are very right in saying that
a liar ought to have a good memory.79
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